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One-minute takeaway

e Fall in approval of government handling of the coronavirus situation for the second
week in a row from a net approval of +31% last week to +21% this week

e Similarly, there is a drop in confidence in government’s ability to handle the
Coronavirus situation from +26% last week to +18% this week

e 63% think the government has not acted fast enough to stop the spread of the
Coronavirus, up from 61% last week.

e 57% disapprove of government handling of testing, up from 48% two weeks ago

e Trust in the health secretary, Chancellor and Raab have also dropped for the second
week in a row

e 71% of the public think lockdown measures will be in place beyond May

e Public support a staggered approach to removing lockdown, with support for periodic
closures if necessary

e Public think the UK has handled the pandemic better than the US, but worse than
Germany and Australia
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The state of the parties

Conservatives maintain strong lead in the polls

The Conservatives lead has dropped 2 points since last week, but still maintains a lead of 17 points
over Labour.
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The Conservatives are on half of the GB vote share, on 50%, down 1 point from last week.
Meanwhile, Labour has gained one point since last week to 33% of the vote.

There has been a slight decrease in approval ratings for Boris Johnson over the last week, from +29%
approval rating last week to +24% this week. Currently half (51%) approve of how he has acted as
prime minister, compared to 26% disapproving; last week 55% approved and 26% disapproved.
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The public expect the lockdown to be extended
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The public expect lockdown measures to be extended once again. Only 3% think that lockdown will
be lifted on 7" May, the date the current lockdown measures have been extended to. A further 7%
think they will be in place until mid-May, and one in five (19%) think they will be lifted in the last week
or two of May. However, seven in ten (71%) expect lockdown measures to last beyond May, and two
in five (39%) expect it to last beyond June.

How long the public think lockdown measures will be in
place in the UK

Until end of May [N 29 %
After May I 71 %
After June IS 39 %
After July NG 26 %

Public in favour of a staggered re-opening of places,
with periodic closures if necessary

Unsurprisingly, When do you think the following should reopen?

SChOOIS’ shops and As normal Once Once cases go down, Once

offices are the main asof 8" cases go with monitoring and  there’s a
May down restrictions vaccine

priorities for the public
for re-opening after the Offices [NV 55%
lockdown. Asked about

when different types of

places should be Schools |34 25% 44% 12%
reopened, the most

=

=

Non-essential shops g ANE:FA 55%

common response for Shopping centres FANEYS 57% 15%
most of them was Restaurants TRl 55% 21%
when the number of

new infections goes Pubs  d - —
down, with limitations Cinemas T T s

on the number of
people and closures Stadiums 474 34% 43%
again if the number of

. . . Nightclubs %444 28% 49%
infections start to rise.

The exception are nightclubs and stadiums, where most think they should only reopen once a vaccine
is available.
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The government’s crisis response

Fall in approval of the government’s handling of
the crisis

At the start of the Coronavirus crisis, support for government handling of Coronavirus was at 44%.
This increased with the introduction of the lockdown restrictions. Recent weeks through have seen
fluctuations in support, often in line with key headlines dominating that week on government response
on various aspects such as testing. This week again, we see a fall in levels of approval, albeit still
remaining high at 51%. Meanwhile 30% disapprove, giving the government’s handling of the crisis a
positive net score of +21%, a big drop from +31% last week.

Approval of the government’s handling of coronavirus

——Approve ——Disapprove

65 % —
61 % 57 %
44 % 47 % 52 % 51%
0 22%
30% 31% 23% 29% ’ 26% 30%
/ P e

12-13th 19-20th 25-26th 1-3rd 7-9th 15-17th 21-24th
March March March April April April April

Turning to approval of more specific elements of their response, almost three in five (57%) people
disapprove of the way the government has handled of testing so far, which is an increase in
disapproval from 48% two weeks ago.

To what extent do you approve, or disapprove, of the
Government’s handling of testing during the Coronavirus
situation so far?

m Approve  ® Neither approve or disapprove = Disapprove

21st April 15% 20 % 57 %

7th April 22% 23% 48%
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In line with the above, seven in ten (71%) think current levels of testing have been insufficient, with
only 7% thinking testing levels have been sufficient, and 13% saying they have been proportional to
the situation. This has barely shifted since two weeks ago.

Do you think the current levels of testing in the UK
have been...
= Sufficient = Insufficient = Not sure = Proportional to the situation

&

This fall in approval of handling of the situation, also mirrors the trend we are seeing elsewhere. While
confidence in the government’s ability is higher than it was before lockdown measures were
introduced, in the last week we have continued to see a drop in confidence levels, falling from 52%
approval to 49%. Meanwhile, the number of people saying they do not feel confident has increased
from 26% to 30%

Confidence in the government's ability to handle the

Coronavirus situation
— Confident =——Not confident

/ e
0
57 % 9% 52 %
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22% 22%
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/
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Similarly, this week over three fifths (63%) think the government has not acted fast enough to stop the
spread of the Coronavirus, up from 56% last week.

Do you think the government has acted fast enough to
prevent the spread of Coronavirus?

—Yes —No
36% 30 % 35% 33 % 30 %
o6%. 63% 57% 61% 63%
26-27th 1-3rd 7-9th 15-17th 21-24th
March April April April April

Net trust in politicians has dropped for the second
week in a row

The Health Secretary, the Chancellor and Raab have all seen a decrease in public trust of the
information on Coronavirus for the second week in a row. Raab has dropped from a net trust of +19%

last week to +14% this week, Hancock has dropped from a net trust of +25% to +16%. Meanwhile,
Sunak has witnessed a drop from a net trust of+36% last week to +28% this week.

Trust in information from following politicians

E Trust ® Distrust

52 % ) 50 % 51 %
44.% o0 1o 48 % 3% 47 %
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Response comparative to other

countries

The UK is perceived to have handled the
situation worse than Australia, Germany and
South Korea

In terms of how the

. . 5
oublic think the UK Has the UK handled the situation better or worse than...?

government compares to Net: Alot Alittle A liflle A lot Net:
other countries in their worse worse worse better better better
response to the United States 14% 52%
pandemic, there is a
mixed picture. ltaly 22% 9%13% % 30%
The UK is perceived to
have handled the Spain 21% 7% 14% 8% 19% 27%
situation much worse i
than Germany, South China 33% 14% 19% |12% | 14% 26%
Korea or Australia. Half

. (] (1] 5% o
(52%) think the UK has France 22% 8% 14% 13% 18%
performed worse than

. 10% 15%

Germany, while 42% Japan - 25% 167
think the UK has Germany 52% 14%
performed worse than
South !<orea vyith th.eir South Korea 42% 13%
extensive testing drive to
combat coronavirus Australia 36% 1%
cases.

On the other hand, the UK is perceived to have handled the situation much better than the US (52%
think the US has performed better).

Opinions are more polarised on the way the UK has handled the situation compared to Italy, Spain,
China and France. While 30% think the UK has done better than Italy, a fifth (22%) think the UK have
done worse. Similarly, a quarter (26%) think the UK has handled the situation better than China, while
a third (33%) think the UK has handled it worse.
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OPINIUM is an award winning strategic insight agency built on the belief that in a world of uncertainty
and complexity, success depends on the ability to stay on pulse of what people think, feel and do.
Creative and inquisitive, we are passionate about empowering our clients to make the decisions that
matter. We work with organisations to define and overcome strategic challenges — helping them to get
to grips with the world in which their brands operate. We use the right approach and methodology to
deliver robust insights, strategic counsel and targeted recommendations that generate change and
positive outcomes.

www.opinium.co.uk | research@opinium.co.uk | 0207 566 3190

Opinium Research is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules. Under these rules we are required, when
requested, to make information available from survey results that have entered the public domain. These include, but are not

Lirmitad +Aa +tha marmaes ~fF Acarmrmaiceciarmine Aliarnt finaldvniarl, Aatace mathAadAalacrs ciovea AarnA Acamneacitiarn ~fF camnla AarmA AAata tallAace


http://www.opinium.co.uk/
mailto:research@opinium.co.uk

